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I have spent hundreds of hours in Holocaust museums. This is not uncommon for 

religiously active Jewish Americans, as our culture stresses remembrance, historical knowledge, 

and stereotype resistance. Despite my admiration of this communal advocacy, I have noticed a 

common theme at these holocaust museums, a sentiment that has become a personal vexation: 

“Never again.” An 11th grade youth group trip to the Israeli Holocaust Museum comes to mind; 

our tour guide spoke about humanity’s duty to prevent genocides, so that history doesn’t repeat 

itself. Back on the bus, after an emotionally draining tour, one thought continued to bother me. 

History has already repeated itself. Humanity has failed our duty to prevent more genocides. 

Philip Gourevitch’s We Wish to Inform You That Tomorrow We Will be Killed with Our Families 

exemplifies history repeating itself. A detailed description of the Rwandan Genocide and its 

aftermath, the book shocks readers with its horrifying stories, statistics and anecdotes. On page 

152 of the book, Gourevitch recalls a 1994 trip to the Holocaust Museum in Washington during 

the middle of the Rwandan Genocide: 

“I saw a group of museum staffers arriving for work. On their maroon blazers, several 

wore the lapel buttons that sold for a dollar each in the museum shop, inscribed with the slogans 

“Remember” and “Never Again.” 



Though the buttons are worn by well intending people, these small gestures are ignorant. 

The Jewish people have historically been tight knit and supportive of each other and their 

communities; the buttons come as no surprise. However, in a form of self criticism, I argue that 

the Jewish community often focuses internally to the point of historical blindness and 

unintentional evil. Though this form of evil is banal, it is also important to understand the 

reasoning behind the Jewish community’s disengagement, or what I like to call "The Jewish 

Bubble" 

 In many metropolitan and suburban areas, Jewish people occupy neighborhoods, 

forming a strong sense of community, but also creating a “bubble” mentality. People want to live 

in these bubbles for ideological reasons. Bubbles provide a sense of belonging, but how much 

can we really gain from living in a community of people who share a similar culture, ideology, 

background and lifestyle? 

Societal bubbles foster ignorance, encourage avoidance, and promote communal love. 

Though communal love is not inherently wrong or evil, when mixed with ignorance and 

avoidance it works as a disconnection from other societal or historical issues. For example, I 

have met many American Jewish people (who live in a Jewish bubble) who are single-issue 

voters with a focus on Israel. I have always found this decision to be distasteful, as it ignores and 

disregards every other problem that we have in America, such as prison reform, environmental 

laws, and gun violence, with the means of keeping maintenance and order within the Jewish 

community. Likewise, the “Never Again” narrative isn’t just remembering the Holocaust, it’s 

ignoring and disregarding Genocides in Rwanda, Bosnia, and Cambodia, with the means of 



keeping maintenance and order within the Jewish community. Without bubbles, humanity would 

more easily be able to help those who are unfamiliar. 

We as people find difficulty in seeing and imagining ourselves in others. I feel as though 

we as humans possess the ability to use natural empathy and intentional empathy. True empathy 

only occurs when we cross a certain threshold of relation. The more we can relate to a person, 

the more we can feel what they feel. For example, in the proposed “Jewish bubble”, I have 

noticed that national tragedies tend to only gain traction from the Jewish community if the 

tragedy pertains to anti-semitism. For example, when Chesed Shel Emeth, a Jewish cemetery in 

University City, Missouri, my hometown, was vandalized, the Jewish community of University 

City emerged from their bubble to stand up against anti-semitism and also clean up the cemetery. 

Though it was inspiring at the time, in hindsight, I wish my community would emerge from their 

bubbles for all tragedies, not just those revolving around Judaism. Even further, I wish my 

community wasn’t in a bubble in the first place. Bubbles keep us safe, but they also keep us 

ignorant and uncultured. For example, gun violence, poverty, and inequality are all very 

prominent in University City, but never a topic that is discussed in the Jewish community within 

University City. Putting on a “Never again” button makes us feel like we are doing something 

good for humanity, while in reality, it is enforcing our “bubble” mentality.  However, it’s also 

important to understand that this communal ignorance is not exclusive to the Jewish people, that 

all communities have their biases, passions, and limits of empathy. The Holocaust Museum 

buttons, though containing well-intended sentiment, further the narrative of communities closing 

themselves off to larger societal issues within the world. We can’t let these buttons become 



empty promises. They should not only function to assuage our unease about the world but inspire 

tangible action to mitigate the issues that plague our society. 

 
 
 
(I used this paper for Dr. Tamura's Unit 3 paper. I found that I had a lot to say about the Jewish 
Bubble, but my connections to the book We Wish to Inform You That Tomorrow We Will be 
Killed with Our Families got my thesis off track. Dr. Tamura made me realize that my paper 
would be a lot better if it were more focused on the Jewish Bubble itself, but that wouldn't have 
matched the prompt for Unit 3.) 
 


